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Microsoft Windows 7 Release Candidate (RC) is out for general consumption and something tells me
that the Microsoft site will be plenty busy with everyone and their brother downloading the disk image.

I was able to download the RC a few days ago due to being a Microsoft TechNet Plus subscriber.
Downloading took a while as Microsoftis servers were pretty busy and their data base evidently had some
problems. But never mind, as | have a lot of time and my FIOS data line is the real fast 20/5 version.

I use a Toshiba laptop as my main computer, even though | have a few other regular computers
available. There are two 160 Gigabyte hard disks in the laptop which makes it nice for installing other
operating systems. | now have Vista ultimate installed on disk number O and Windows 7 RC on disk number 1
and at power on time, | can choose which hard disk to boot from and become my C drive.

Having used Vista Ultimate for a year and a half, | have it set up for the least amount of aggravation.
It just works with all the programs that | use on a regular basis. | can even load my old friend, the Basic
Interpreter. <G> (thatis a grin). Older computer people will remember the olden golden days when the basic
language was the first computer language available for the masses on the IBM PC and DOS.

My Toshiba has a separate Video NVidia graphics board and 2 gigabytes of main system memory. It
just flies along with Vista. It took me a while to learn Vista and | had enough aggravation that | installed
Windows XP on my second hard disk so that if | got in a bind | had a fall back Operating system.

Now to move to todayis world. | thought that it would be slick to install Windows 7 on the second hard
disk and be able to choose which OS to use at power on time. | was very careful to make sure that my
original C drive with Vista was not over written.

The Ultimate and Business versions of Vista allow disk images backups.
I removed the first Hard disk and then placed a spare 160 Gigabyte hard drive in the second hard disk
slot. Then I booted with the DVD that | had created with Nero to from the .1SO downloaded from MS.

It took less than 30 minutes to be up and running with Windows 7. As per the normal with MS
operating systems, you have to answer a lot of questions and put in the validation codes. But it was about as
painless as it could be, then | had to install my Vipre Anti-virus/spyware program and MS office 2007. It is
near enough in operation to Vista that | had very few problems, having gone thru my early Vista days.

Installing my network printers preceded quite easily as it recognized my HP network printers without pain.

So | was all ready to go with Windows 7 installed on my second hard disk. | then turned everything off
and replaced my original Vista hard disk in its normal drive O place. Everything worked as it is supposed to. A
pleasant surprise as vista is usually a pain when you move hard disks around or make other configuration
changes.

So now we go on to what Windows 7 looks like on my Toshiba. Here is a screen capture.



Windows 7 RC main desktop on my Toshiba.
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Looks great.

Installation was pretty staight forward and took less than 1 half hour. Installing Office 2007 and my
Anti-Virus took a bit longer and then of course Office 2007 and the windows updates took another 15 minutes.
I am glad that | had a Fios internet access line.

Here is a capture of the windows system configuration:

¢ Device Manager
¥ Remote settings
Systern protection System

¢ Advanced system settings Manufacturer: TOSHIBA TOS H I BA
Model: Satellite A130
Rating: mWindows Experience Index
Proceszon Intel(R) Core(TM)2 CPU T7600 @ 2.33GHz 2.33 GHz
Memory (RAM): 2,00 GB
Systern type: 32-bit Operating System
TOSHIBA support

Phone number (800)457-7777
Support hours: 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
Website: Online support

Computer name, domain, and workgroup settings

Computer name: toshiba-v @Qhange settings

Full computer name: toshiba-v
Computer description: rich's new laptop

Waorkgroup: OFFICE

Windows activation

Windows is activated ack for . =
Product ID: 89580-0EM-7332132-00182 @Change product key gﬁ!}}gﬂs 4
Performance software




So now that I have Windows 7 installed, | heard about the Virtual PC with Windows XP that Microsoft
was offering up. | downloaded the VPC for Windows 7 and the Virtual XP Hard disk that MS provided for free.
It is a completely licensed copy of XP with SP3. | downloaded the files and created the CD-ROMs thinking that
because | have been running MSis Virtual PC on XP and Vista, it would be a snap. But Whoaé after installation
on the Windows 7 machine, | double clicked on the VPC icon and | got the following error..

-,

Virtual Windows XP - Windows Virtual PC

.8. Virtual Windows XP' could not be started because
" hardware-assisted virtualization is disabled. Please
enable hardware virtualization in the BIOS settings and

try again.

I thought that all | had to do was to enable Hardware virtualization in Bios.
No such luck, my Toshibabs bios does not have that option.
I even went to the Toshiba site and downloaded the latest Bios version. Again, no luck on the bios
settings.

I have given up on the VPC on my Toshiba so | guess it is time for a new laptop that supports all the
right things. This time | am going to make sure that it has the latest and greatest. 4 gigs of Ram and space
for 2 hard disks and a 256/512 megabyte Video card. Hopefully Toshiba can come thru for me as | have had
great luck with all of the Toshiba laptops that | have bought for the past 10 years.

Because Microsoft wants more people to install the RC, they provided many validation codes for the RC
to be installed on various machines. | decided to install it on a power desktop that | have in my computer
room.



Windows 7
Evaluation copy. Build 7100
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Installation to less than 20 minutes on a blank hard disk.
Here is the system configuration.




